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Fresh take on the Bible [or] 

Year of the Bible

Few people can be unaware of the current media attention centering around the 400th anniversary of the publication of the King James Bible, or Authorised Version. A ground-breaking achievement, this was the first complete translation of the Bible into the English language, its mission “to make God’s holy truth yet more and more known unto the people”.  

It has certainly achieved that aim. The influence of its teaching has shaped our laws, politics, family life, social conduct, and the development of the world. Some of the things we most value and treasure have biblical foundations. Where would we be today without the Bible?  
Yet for many in contemporary society, the Bible is a closed book. Dismissed as out of date, negative and inhibiting, and basically irrelevant. At best, soaring literature, at worst, untrue and untrustworthy. Certainly not “God’s holy truth”. 

Fresh take

The vision of a new movement called Biblefresh is to make 2011 a year when individuals and the whole church start to get into using and applying the Bible again. It’s not about ‘dos’ and ‘don’ts’ and ‘thees’ and ‘thous,’ but about re-engaging with the Bible in fresh, new ways, allowing it to surprise and speak to us, and see that it still has answers to the big problems we grapple with in the 21st century. Just as the 19th and 20th century reformers William Wilberforce, Lord Shaftesbury and Martin Luther King drew their inspiration from the Bible, we should do the same.  
Dr Krish Kandiah is Chair of the group spearheading Biblefresh. He says, ‘Survey results show that even among Christians only a quarter open their Bible outside of a Sunday church service. Are we too busy, too self reliant, or too scared to hear God speak?’
Love language

Just as we applaud Jesus the revolutionary who challenged the values of his day, so the Bible’s take on a subject like ‘love’ may turn the notions of popular culture on their head. Biblefresh has put a short video Love Film: 1 Corinthians 13 on its website: www.biblefresh.com/bftv 
A myriad of sayings from the King James Bible still unconsciously pepper our language. There’s ’nothing new under the sun,’ we say. We’re still subject to ‘the powers that be,’ that taxi driver is the ‘salt of the earth,’ some people are prepared to ‘go the extra mile’ and certain things are a ‘double-edged sword’ – this last one is actually how the Bible describes the ‘Word of God.’ 

But for any serious engagement the Bible cannot be reduced to neat soundbites. Without continually learning from this ancient text, a society that was built upon it loses its moral compass. A Chinese historian Jung Chang once wrote, ‘If you have no God then your moral code is that of society. If society is turned upside down, so is your moral code.’

These days we have the luxury to pick and choose between many Bible translations. The last fifty years has produced plenty of good versions from scholarly translations written in inclusive, broadsheet-style English to modern paraphrases. There’s the popular language of the Tabloid Bible, a Youth Bible, even a Manga Bible in cartoon-strip format. 
More than words
Yet despite ease of access there is a lack of basic Bible knowledge. A poll of over 900 people in 2009 found that over 60 per cent of respondents said they didn’t know anything about the parable of the Prodigal Son, nor could they tell the story of the Good Samaritan. Jeremy Paxman has recognised that contestants on BBC’s University Challenge know almost nothing about the Bible. The Poet Laureate Andrew Motion, an atheist, sees many students arriving at university to study English Literature largely unaware of its biblical foundations: ‘When I ask [students] anything about the Bible, they frankly, by and large, don’t know. I think there is a real problem with the education system that has allowed these great stories to disappear,’ he has said.
For the partners of Biblefresh – over 100 organisations from small training providers to huge festivals, well-established colleges and publishers to new media agencies, tiny theatre companies to whole church streams - getting into the Bible is not just about gaining knowledge, information or education. It’s about change and whole life transformation. 

‘If we read the Bible just for the sake of it, it’s likely to become dry and lifeless. But if we read it because we want relationship with the Prince of Peace and the Lord of Life then it’s quite different,’ says Andy Croft, Associate Director of Soul Survivor, a partner organisation which runs events to equip young Christians. 

While primarily designed as a resource for churches, Biblefresh is open to all. Like the Bible it’s about freedom. Everyone is invited to take part in local events, visit the website www.biblefresh.com find it on Facebook, or follow its progress on Twitter. 
So, is the Bible tedious, taboo and toxic? Krish Kandiah thinks not: ‘I want to help people to think about the Bible as nourishment, as something that’s going to give them life and health and vitality.’

It could change your world.
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