Autumn term: resources round-up

Some churches may have felt that they missed the boat, if they didn’t get on board with Biblefresh in January. But hey, most of us never lose the feeling of September being the start of a new year, even if our school days are long behind us. So, whether your church hasn’t yet taken up Biblefresh – or if you have, but could do with some ideas for the autumn – here are ten suggestions for joining in before the year is out:

1. Book giveaway: CWR is giving away copies of Getting the Best from the Bible - for free - to every person who is part of a Biblefresh church. Stocks are limited, so sign up your church today and order as many boxes of books as you need at www.cwr.org.uk/biblefresh for some autumn reading.

2. Preach it: If you’re preparing your sermon series for the autumn months and need some inspiration, check out Krish Kandiah’s Biblefresh suggestions for some new approaches.

3. Genesis to Revelation: Why not join a scheme reading through the whole Bible together as a church? There are loads to choose from, including: 

· Cover to Cover from CWR 

· Holy Trinity Brompton’s Bible in One Year 

· Spring Harvest’s Route 66 - sermon series and slides also available 

· Community of Readers’ Monkey Bar Challenge 

Or if the whole Bible seems a bit daunting or unrealistic for your congregation, the E100 gives you 50 Old Testament and 50 New Testament readings to work through, to give a helpful overview of the whole Bible. 

4. Day to day: How about investing in some new Bible reading notes for the whole church to use? Grow with the Bible has a great selection to choose from. Or to have the Bible with you wherever you go, download YouVersion onto your phone. You can also get Scripture Union’s daily WordLive straight to your mobile device. Take a look at our A to Z guide posted earlier in the year for a comprehensive listing. 

5. For small groups: Bible Society has a series of resources for Lyfe groups, which explore different approaches to hearing God through Scripture.  For an eight session series on understanding different genres in the Bible, try Route 66.

6. For young people: Soul Survivor has been reading through the Bible in One Year since last September – and they’re starting all over again this September. Bulk orders of the NIV Bibles are available at a discount. Or why not try the Storyline resources from Urban Saints in your youth group?

7. For children: What’s in the Bible? DVDs are a brilliant fun creation from Phil Vischer who invented the VeggieTales and work well in all-age services and children’s groups. Friends and Heroes are great cartoons, re-telling Bible stories as adventures. And if you’re able to get involved in your local schools, then why not make use of the resources from Barnabas for sharing the story of the King James Bible - or become part of Open the Book, sharing Bible stories in imaginative ways. 
8. Get in training: Check out the Biblefresh calendar for all the training events you could join in the coming months, including Wycliffe Bible Translators evening classes and Biblefresh Saturdays with London School of Theology. Or you could invite Walk through the Bible to host a seminar at your church. And there are four special daytime events coming up in October/November in Glasgow, Cardiff, London and Durham, called Get a Grip, which will look at how to tackle the trickier texts in the Bible.

9. Taste and see: You could host a Bible experience in the autumn or winter months using art, drama or music to shed new light on the Bible - there are loads of brilliant ideas in this Biblefresh download. Or why not help bring the Bible alive to your church, with graphics, maps, photos and timelines with Bible software, such as Glo from Hodder.

10. Give it away: Don’t forget that Biblefresh is also raising awareness of the need for everyone to have access to the Bible in their mother tongue. We have dozens of translations to choose from; the Bissa people in Burkina Faso only have the Bible in foreign languages. So take a look at our pack of ideas to let the church know about this need – and give generously to make this translation happen. 

